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the criminal undervaluing that of the honest citizen. Tt has beeq
stated that the expense of our convict labor is only about 11 ¢r o
cents per day; whereas the fact is, that making allowance for the
number of sick, infirm and decrepid, and those necessarily employeq
in the hospital in cooking, baking, washing, &c., whose laborsgi.
rectly contribute nothing to the support of the institution, the apail-
able labor of the prisoners must be made to yield at least 63 cents
per day, in order to cover the actual expense of their maintenance,
which the last year amounted to $41,000, without reference to the
interest of ‘money upon the immense sums which the institution has
. cost the State for ground and buildings. If this interest was added,
4t would make the labor necessary to cover th: whole expense, at
least one doliar per day. - ° L S |
~ Either rate of wages, it is believed, much exceeds the average
paid at private manufactories, considering the women and childrea
employed therein at wages far below the lowest of the above rates.
This.is.the extent of the cheapness of Penitentiary labor, avd what
“éver it be, it does not allow the authorities of the institution to de-
pend upon it; on the contrary they are. compelled to obseive a con-
stant care and watchfulcess .to obtain the highest market prices for
its manufactutes, in order to guard against loss, (which has some-
times ‘happened, and, in the fluctuations of the market is always lia-
ble to happen,) and thereby prevent a resort to the State treasury,

for the support of the institation- - -

It must therefore, be apparent, that the complainaats suffer no
injury from the. cheapness of .Lenitentiary labor, unless the authori-

ties of the institutiou wantonly and capriciously undersell its manu.

“factures. - This, it is believed, is not pretended——certainly it cannot
be shown. On the contrary, there is more - uniformity and fewer

alterations in their prices and terms of sale, than are observed i

regard, perhaps, to any other manulactures in our market. The

labors of the Penitentary, it is true, were unusually proﬁtable the

last year. According 1o the report of the Directors, the nett

profits, after defraying all expenses, were upwards of $10,000; from

whieh 1t is fairly to be iuferred that the goods of the Penitentiary

could not have been sold under price in the market. [t may alse be

inferred, ihai'ihe private manufacturers must have been well enabled,
out of the profiis oi their business, to have paid the ariiziis &
ployed by them a fair price [or their labor., if they have not doue
8o, it cannot be justly im nuted to the aperation of Penitentiary labor
although it may suit thelr purposes so to impute i1t: and weare (_)f
opinion that this s one of the princinel sources of the clamor a.{al}!Dt
the Penitentiary; the mechanirs themselves. no doubt, sinccre.l}' Dl“
lieving that the labor of the. Penitentiaiy does operate injurious
upon. them.’ .
If we have.proved, as- we trast we have, that the State derives

" no advantage from the cheapness of Penitentiary labor, over that 0




